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So, we just finished up with the worst winter 
storm in (pick one): 100 years, 40 years, your 
lifetime, the history of the universe. Damage 
everywhere...pain, anguish, raw power, nature’s 
unleashed and terrible might...and they call it 
Winter Storm Beth. Beth?! Whatkind of name is 
Beth for a primal display of force like this one? 

I think it’s about time the people who name 
the storms climb aboard the clue-mobile. Nobody 
wants to tell their grandchildren, “...ahhh, yes, we 
lost our house and all your father’s baseball cards 
—which would have enabled you to go tocollege 

— in Hurricane Tiffany.” No, they need to take apage out of Marvel Comics...seehow those 
guys name their fearsome characters. Does the Fantastic Four struggle to save the world 
from the desperate evil clutches of Jerry? Is Spiderman about to be crushed by the nefarious 
Fred? Come on, people, you got weather that’s gonna blow entire houses into the ocean; 
call it Destructo! A storm smashes four feet of heavy snow onto a series of defenseless 
hilltowns, call it Storm Merciless! Forecasters see something like Hurricane Andrew 
looming on the horizon, they should alert the nation: Beware...The Flattener! But Beth?? 
No, no, no. I dated a Beth in high school. She was a nice girl. She wouldn’t hurt a fly. 

And say, that gets me thinking: What about this expression, “wouldn’t hurta fly”? 
Have you actually ever known anybody who wouldn’t hurt a fly? Me neither. People hate 
flies. That’s why they sell fly swatters. To hurt flies so much they become dead. And 
flypaper. And Venus flytraps. What rural dweller, overrun by enormous, stupid, dive- 
bombing flies in their south windows, hasn’t fantasized about cultivating an entire 
windowsill full of Venus flytraps, and then standing back to watch the idiotic flies meet a 
slow and grisly doom. Heh heh. 

Oh sure, lots of people, once they quit becoming male teenagers, won’t pull the 
wings off flies anymore...at least not in public. But this doesn’t mean they don’t want to 
hurt them. I know I’ve always gotten a guilty, perverse glee out of watching flies trying to 
wriggle out of flypaper. I just imagine their conversations: “Hey, Morty, this stuff is really 
sticky. What should I do?” “I dunno, Frank. Try buzzing your wings like a maniac. 
Oops...got them stuck too.” 

My all-time favorite technique is to suck ’em up with the Dustbuster.™ This is 
one use they never show in the ads, but for my money, it’s about the best thing you can do 
with the tool. Then, because it’s always winter when these plug-ugly, dirt-stupid flies come 
swarming over my windows, I take the machine outside to empty it. I figure if they're smart 
enough to build a fire and stay warm, the flies deserve to live. 

So call mea gentle giant if you have to. Call me an old softie. Call mea sissy, a 
pansy, anerd, Fine. Just don’t say, “Oh, that Mike — he wouldn’t hurta fly.” Because the 
flies — who know better — they call me The Annihilator! 
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Wuy Do You Ger So LittLe For Books FROM THE BOOKSTORE? 


BECAUSE THE BOOKSTORE IS NOT BUYING YOUR BOOKS! IT HIRES A COMPANY TO BUY YOUR BOOKS. THIS 
COMPANY HAS TO HIRE PEOPLE, HAUL YOUR HEAVY BOOKS AWAY AND STORE THEM FOR MONTHS. 
THEN THEY HAVE TO MAKE A PROFIT... THEN THE BOOKSTORE HAs TO MAKE A PROFIT... 


BECAUSE THEY DO IT THIS WAY, THEY GIVE YOU A FRACTION OF WHAT THE BOOKS ARE WORTH 
AND CHARGE YOU A LOT WHEN YOU BUY THEM BACK. 


To get further information and 
_ your order form 


Call Toll Free 


1-800-949-TsE:XoTs| 


The deadline to advertise your 
books in our FREE DIRECTORY is 


___ January 15, 1993. 
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FINALLY, AMERICA WILL HAVE A PRESIDENTIAL 
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THE PROSPECT OF A YOUNG, DEMOCRATIC PRES I- 
DENT HAS LEFT MANY CITIZENS WITH AN UNFAM 
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Contemporary Handcrafts 

yx Drums 
€ Whistles 
8 Mirrors 
¥ Nesting Dolls 
€ Amber Jewelry 
% Treasure Candles 
yx Artwear T-Shirts 
€ Dreamtime 

Watches 
* Southeast Pottery 
¥ Rainsticks 


Holiday Hours: Mon-Sat, 9:30AM-9PM 
Thornes ¢ 150 Main Street, Northampton, MA e 586-5067 
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¥ Beads 

€ Bug Boxes 

* Ornaments 

vx Candle Holders 
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Juice Bar 


A delightfully different place to eat. 


@Nut shake 
(Vanilla or Carob Soymilk, add 
Banana, Maple, and Ice Bean, 
Plus your Choice of Almonds, 
Hazelnuts, Peanuts or Walnuts) 
ft 

‘ 'Berry Frappe 

(Almond Wilk, Ice Bean, plus your 
choice of Raspberry, Blackberry, 
Strawberry, or Blueberry) 

@ 

"Wheatgrass Hopper 
(Wheatgrass, Pineapple, Mint) 
Open 

Mon-Fri: 9an-92m 

Sat: 11am—8em 

Sun: 11am—S5eit 


Call ahead for take-outs 
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An ancient Persian proverb translates, 
“One good father can do more than 
100 schoolteachers.” 

It’s true the early bird gets the worm, 
but so does the late bird. Worms 
come out both in the morning and the 
evening. 

The electric eel of South America can 
generate enough electricity to stun a 
horse or drive a small motor. 

Q. Who invented wax paper? 

A. Thomas Edison. 

A typical American spends three times 
as much every year on taxes as on 
food. 


It's illegal to import peanuts. 
Some people may be surprised to 
learn that the intestinal parasite known 
as the tapeworm needs so little food it 
doesn't influence its host’s appetite at 
all. 

The bearded man of distinction in 
Shakespeare’s day starched his 
beard. 


Crocodiles can’t chew. 


TAKE 1T 28 LEAVE IT py Lm. Boyd 


The likelihood that a scientist will 
marry another scientist is five times 
greater than the likelihood an artist will 
marry another artist. 

Q. When did women start outliving 
men? 

A. About 60 years ago when childbirth 
deaths dropped. In those few places 
worldwide where statistics indicate 
men outlive women, the childbirth 
deaths remain high. 

In 1934 Dr. Wallace H. Carothers 
named his remarkable invention 
“Polymer 66.” It was somebody else 
who changed the name to “Nylon.” 
What would you give for 5,000 acres 
of Kentucky’s greenest land? George 
Washington traded a race horse, 
named Magnolia, for it. 
Excuse Me Dept.: Not only was 
suicide against the law in 19th-century 
Great Britain, but conviction carried 
the death penalty. 

Q. How high up do you have to get 
before you can’t hear anything? 

A. Without atmosphere, sound won't 
Carry around 80 miles up. 
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Richard W. Sea 


The “jack” in “jackknife” probably 
comes fier the name of the man who 
made the first folding knife, a 17th 
century Belgian known as Jacques 
(Jack) of Liege. 


No fish have even been found in the 
Dead Sea. 
Q. Name the first university to build a 
stadium especially for football. 
A. Harvard. 
Local law in Cambridge, England, 
makes it illegal for anyone to bathe in 
a pond or river there unless dressed in 
“suitable drawers.” 
Recently (November, 1992) baseballs 
autographed by Nolan Ryan were 
selling for $49.99 


In Greece you CaN Go to jail fo, 
abandoning your dog, 


Maybe you can open a nightclub jn 
Boston, but you can’t name it “Coc. 
nut Grove.” After the original Cocon, 
Grove burned down so disastroyg, 
half a century ago, the Liceng; 
Board decreed no such place coylg 

ever be given that name again, 


Nobody still knows why dogs bark and 
wolves don't. 
Q. What kind of car did the president 
of the palindrome society buy? 
A. A Toyota. 


Every skunk has its own individual fur 
markings. 

The argument continues over why 
people close their eyes when they 
kiss. Some Say it’s to block out sight 
to sensitize touch. Others claim it's 
because they can’t look at each other 
at that range without their eyes 

crossing. 
It is said that one out of every twenty 
words now spoken on the streets of 
Paris is an English word. 
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PARADISE COPIES. 
So many copies, times. 
("Overnight Bulk Rates Vue ee ee 
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~ Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


Long after the 
tree's in the trash & 
broken, 
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"BEST 
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Didthe whole worldgetsome 
bad LSD this summer or something? 

There was this guy at the 
airportlastweek screaming ataticket 
agent about how she was gonna 
suffer for his reservation being all 
screwed up. “Do you know how 
much money | spend with this air- 
line? Do you know how much money 
Ispend? Do you? Answer me! Do 
you know what I’m saying?” 

(I thought people only talked 
like this in the movies.) 

And finally, this poor brutal- 
izedwoman says, “lunderstand what 
you're saying, yes.” ; 

In other words she gave in to 
the guy! | guess she figured that, if 
she didn't, he mightturninto Al Pacino 
in “Scarface.” 

Another example. About a 
month ago | saw a woman in a 
butcher shop ask, “What is the lean- 
est type of salami you have?” And 
the butcher said, “Well, ma’am, 


-there’s not really any kind of salami 


that you could call lean, because fat 


. is one of the principal ingredients.” 


And she didn’t accept this as an 
answer. She demanded to know 


RIGGS 


= wb mee i F 
which of the five or six kinds had the 
least amount of fat, and, in an effort 
to help her, the butcher said, “But 
you're talking about very tiny differ- 
ences.” And the more he tried to tell 
her, the more steamed she got, and 
finally she screamed at him, “If you 
knew anything about nutrition, you'd 
know what | was talking about!” 

And walked out without buy- 
ing her salami. 

And here’s the weirdest one 
of all: Five weeks ago |'m crossing 
the street with an amateur boxer, a 
muscular guy who weighs about 200 
and sometimes works as abouncer, 
and with us is a young woman who’s 
a friend of us both. We’re strolling. 
We're talking. We’re taking our time. 
Ambling along. Behind us is one of 
those guys in the flowing robes, with 
the little round hat, carrying a brief- 
case. Suddenly we hear this voice: 
“Could you get the hell out of my 
way?” 

And |’mstunned. The woman 
is stunned. The boxer is stunned. 
But since the boxer is more used to 
people yelling than we are, he de- 
cides to answer him. He says, “I’m 
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sorry, but in this country, the appro- 
priate term is ‘Pardon me.” 

And then the flowing-robes 
guy goes offwitha two-minute string 
of profanity thatwould have shocked 
everyone in the universe, with the 
possible exception of the newsroom 
of the New York Post. Fortunately, 
we were turning into the next build- 
ing. The woman literally ran for the 
elevator. The boxer calmly listened 
to everything the guy hurled at him, 
then said, “Did you get up on the 
wrong side of the bed this morning?” 
And the guy started in again. |hit the 
“close door’ button to avoid becom- 
ing a witness in a lawsuit. 

So what's the common de- 
nominator here? In all three cases, 
there weren't any “fighting words.” 
There weren't any disputes. Some- 
body just shows up, already mad, 
and starts in on you. Atrandom. It 
used to just be street people and 
mental patients that did that. Now 
we've got people driving in from the 
suburbs and then going crazy. 

You know what I’m talking 
about? 

I’m always reading these 
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Mark J. Cook 


COUNSELOR & ATTORNEY AT LAW 
pra is pleased to announce the opening 


No 
nat of his law offices. 
¢ Charge. . auc Home: 
ee Sas. Practice of Law mauye ee! 
For —Ss- ‘* Criminal Defence i@ancnlmeron 
ge eee “ Landlord/Tenant Disputes wousilenog 
| Tniial 4 Enertinmene Law penile 
‘Consultation. (413) 323-4415 oe See: s 


FAX: (413)323-4257 Me 
Road, Belchertown, MA 01007 


Responsible Products 
° Organic Cotton » Natural Cosmetics 
* Rainforest Gifts » And Much More e 


OPTIONS 


17 Strong Ave « 584-0010 
Next to the Eastside Grill 


“customer service” articles that talk 


about how everyone needs to “insist 
on your rights,” “demand service,” 
“insist that people respect you,” but 
| don’t think they mean “get really 
hacked off and then pick out the first 
person you see and murder him.” 

Let’s stop insisting on our 
rights for about, oh, eight weeks. | 
could use the rest. 


° ° O 


IronJoe Bob, Joe Bob’s long-awaited 
book claiming his rightful place as 
the leader of the Men’s Movement, 
is now available from Atlantic Monthly 
Press. To discuss the meaning of 
life with Joe Bob, or to get his world- 
famous newsletter, write Joe Bob 
Briggs, PO Box 2002, Dallas, TX 
75221. Joe Bob’s Fax line is always 
open: 214-368-2310. COPYRIGHT 
CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC. 
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Cheer up...our 

Valley Comic News 
T hate the subscription will 
holidays. be here any day now. 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Tribal Losses 


Areport by the Worldwatch 
Institute warned that the 

loss of tribal peoples 
around the world could further 
threaten already endangered plant 
and animal species.-Up to 5,000 
indigenous groups live outside the 
Earth’sdominantcutture and occupy 
12 percent of the land; since these 
peoples live closer to nature they 
have unique knowledge that could 
help protect the planet's biological 
diversity, the report said. “Most 
consider themselves caretakers, not 
owners of the land,” report-author 
Alan Thein Durning said of the esti- 
mated 300 million tribal people living 
in 70 countries. 

Native peoples from the North 
American Great Plains to the Aus- 
tralian Outback are leaving the land 
and abandoning ancient practices 
faster than modern science can col- 
lect information about their ways of 
life. Durning believes knowledge 
could be gained about plant-based 
medicines and how these groups 
sow their crops to ensure good re- 
sults despite uncertain weather. 


Winter Woes 


The Middle East braced for 
WY, another unusually harsh 

winter as snow fell on 
Jerusalem and Amman and heavy 
rainlashed Lebanon. Rain and floods 
along the Beirut-Tripoli highway 
caused a Syrian tour bus to over- 
turn, killing five people. In Amman, 
the first snowfall was accompanied 
by gales and freezing temperatures. 


Sino Snow 


The official Chinese Xin- 
2 hua news agency reported 

that six heavy snowstorms 
haveimperiled54,000 herdsmenand 
more than 7 million head of livestock 
in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region. The report said thatthe snow 
was three to four times deeper than 
in previous years, and was covering 
pastures needed by the livestock to 
survive. 


Earthquakes 


More than 3,000 people 
LS] perished when a huge 

temblor struck the Indone- 
sian islands of Flores, Sumba, Alor, 
and Kalaotoa, sending 85-foot-high 
ocean waves pounding into coastal 
communities. The titanic seismic 
waves left dead bodies, debris, and 
giant tuna fish from the Flores Sea 
strewn over many stretches of shore- 
line. Thousands of other people were 
missing and may have been swept 
out to sea. 

Earth movements were alsofeltin 
Albania, Iran, the Aleutian Islands, 
central California, and along the In- 
dia-Bangladesh border. 


Out of Drought 
Beneficial rains have been 
falling over much of 
drought-ravaged southern 
Africa, but rainfall totals are still be- 
low normal in some places. Accord- 
ing to the Southern Africa Develop- 
ment Community's regional early- 


Fxpres two years fom 
date of purcnase 


By Steve Newman. — 


Rabbit Flat, 


N.T., Australia 


warning unit, analysis of satellite 
pictures indicates that conditions are 
even worse than last year in north- 
ern and eastern parts of Zambia. 
Meanwhile, swarms of army worms 
have invaded the southern prov- 
inces, destroying newly sprouted 
maize and grass shoots. 


Lifetime Storm 


QL A lethal Atlantic storm of 
an intensity that can be 

GE expected only once in a 
lifetime pummeled the northeastern 
U.S. coast from Maryland to Maine. 
At least 17 deaths were blamed on 
the storm which spun pounding surf 


. intocoastal cities anddumped heavy 


snow overthe interior. Seawalls and 
seaside homes crumbled, and the 
wet snow caused massive power 
failures in several states. Tempest- 
tossed New York City was broughtto 
a virtual standstill when torrential 
rains flooded the subway system 
and parts of the commuter rail net- 
work. 


For the week ending 
December 18, 1992 
©1992 Chronicle Features 


First Cat 


An animal expert warned 
| a | that Socks, President-elect 

Clinton’s cat, may behave 
in a less-than-acceptable manner 
as the animal adjusts to life in the 
White House. “Moving into a new 
home can be as disruptive for a 
family cat as it is for the rest of the 
family,” said Dr. Nicholas Dodman, 
director of the clinical behavior pro- 
gram at the Tufts University School 
of Veterinary Medicine. Cats may 
experience stress when moving from 
one home to another, particularly 
when the new home is completely 
unfamiliar and has the lingeringscent 
of the previous occupants’ dog; in 
this case, Millie. Dodman warned 
that Socks may communicate its 
stress by a loss of appetite, or possi- 
bly by leaving its signature in the 
corners of the executive mansign. 


Additional Sources: Meteo France, British 
Meteorological Office, U. S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center, 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 


“Pizza Dough’ 
.. Gift Certificates 


Redeemoble for $5 Off 
at Pizzeria Paradiso 
12 Crafts Avenue 
Northampton, MA 


586-1468 


12 Crafts Avenue e 586-1468 Open 7 Nites, After 55m 
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f Press Synteate 


: Koo > AA LOnN = 
Careening through the neighborhood with Testifying before a Senate subcommittee, 
reckless abandon, none of them suspected that the Hardy boys crack the lran-contra scandal. 
Tuffy was still tied up. ; 


ah, ae 


“And so there | was—beached! I could hear 


voices all around me, but | couldn’t go forward 
or back. And then it hit me: I could roll!” 


POP-CULTURE 


- ARTIFACTS 
FOR SELF & HOME 


nusual & Olreat Gifts 
mea \\UTS 


Sunglasses 


Books on Pop Culture & Collectibles 
¢ ki ® Sowl"O-Rama (The Visual Art Of Bowling) 
r toc Ing ; ° Great Shakes (Salt & Pepper Shakers) 
hala 20% OFF \ . Stuffe rg Close Cover (The Golden A 
-Shirts 


: n Age Of Matchbook Art) 
Framed Original f ¢ Turned On (Decorative Lamps 


© Fit To Be'Tied Victare ¢ Of The 50's) 
: ; intage Ties Of The 40's & Early 50’ 
Fruit Crate Label ° : Early 508 
Many Pillows gis Bon Voyage (Souvenirs From The Golden Age OF Travel) 
From The Sublime To The Bizarre 


Like: 


"Humane" Trophies “Atomic Coffee” 
Animals Of All Kinds Shirts & Mugs { Salt & Pepper 


~\ Shakers Galore 
MA * (413)586-915] 
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"t bite, but man, can she kick!” 


The ever-popular Donner Party snow dome 
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“You didn’t give me a chance to elaborate, 


“For cry 
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by Rocrr SALLoom 


My friend Marie has a 
perverse sense of humor. 

She dressed up like Santa 
Claus on Halloween. Instead of 
saying trick or treat she'd ring the 
door bells and yell, “Merry 
Christmas!” 

You know how kids are 
always asking “Is it Christmas 
yet? or Is it Halloween tomorrow? 
Is today my birthday?” Well, that 
year Marie didn’t help those kids. 

She confused a lot of little 
children that night when she went 
to their house and took candy 
from them, 

Near the end of Halloween 
night that year she started 
making the sign of the cross 
blessing all the kids she met on 
the street. 

The girl knows how to have 


You CAN RELY 
SKI RESORTS THEN HAVE SNOW-MAKING ON THE WEATHER 
USE MAN-MADE _-| MACHINES THAT CAN ; 
: COVER A WHOLE HILLSIDE. é KID. 


BIRD PUAS SSd1q [RSIONUN AQ POWMAASCUOTONE MA ZE65 7 


DAD DOESNT HANDLE THE 
SEASONS STRESS VERY 
GRACEFULLY . 


WHOD HAVE EVER. GUESSED 
PRODUCT CONSUMPTION, 
POPULAR ENTERTAINMENT, 
AND SPIRITUALITY WOULD 
sem MIX SO HARMONIOUSLY 
TS A BEAUTIFUL 
WORLD, ALL RIGHT. 


HOW TOUCHING To HAVE 
THE MEANING OF CHRISTMA’ 
BROUGHT TO US BY 

es. COLA, FAST FOOD], 
a AND BEER 8 
( CH? CONGLOMERATES |é 


OH LOOK, YET 
ANOTHER 
CHRISTMAS 
TY SPECIAL! 


DAD, 1D 
LIKE TO HAVE 


AS THE WAGE EARNER HERE, | HERES A LIST OF SOME 
IWS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO | BIG-TICKET ITEMS I'D LIKE 
SHOW SOME CONSUMER FOR CHRISTMAS. I HOPE 
CONFIDENCE AND START JT CAN TRUST YOU TO Do 


IVE GOT TO STOP LEAVING 
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 


BUYING THINGS THAT WILL WHATS RIGHT 
GET THE ECONOMY GOING #] FOR OUR 
AND CREATE PROFITS AND ! COUNTRY. 


EMPLOYMENT. 


I SAY, \F A NOVELTY 
CHRISTMAS SONG |S 
FUNNY THE FIRST TIME, 
IWS FUNNY EVERY TIME. 


Dig (RBIANUN AQ PAINGUIS:Q VOSuANE, 


IM HAVING WHY? YOU DONT SHOP FoR 
ANYONE, YOU'VE Gor TWO 
WEEKS OFF FROM SCHOOL, 
AND YOUR PARENTS Do ALL 
THE COOKING, CLEANING, 

AND DECORATING! 


DEEP DOWN, I DoupT 
My CREED FOR PRESENTS 
P OVERCOME Mi 
3\ TO MISBEHA N DESIRE 


FROM NOW UNTIL CHRISTMAS, 

SANTA WILL HAVE To BE 

LENIENT IN JUDGING THE 

REST OF ‘THIS LAST YEAR: 2 

I CAN CLAM ['VE TURNED 
A NEW LEAF! 


OiTHpuAS ssa/g RAHUL] AQ PanquinguCssoUN/A ZE6 2 


OW MAN, SUSIES RIGHT IN 
RANGE! (TS A. CLEAR 
shor! I CANT MISS! ° 


IT THOUGHT You WERE GOING 
TO DO TEN SPONTANEOUS 
ACTS OF GOOD WILL A DAY. 


LOOK, DOING TEN GooD 
ACTS ISNT GOING To IMP 
SANTA \F YO) Do 4D 
| | THINGS ALL MORNING ! 


EY 


HERE! ITS A COMIC 
Book! {TS MY COMIC 
ROOK, BUT YoU CAN 

READ IT. 


JUST MAKE SURE NOUR 
HANDS ARE CLEAN AND 
ACID-FREE, AND ONLY Toucy 
THE MYLAR BAG, AND USE 
THESE STERILIZED TONGS 
To TURN THE PAGES, AND 
TRY Nor TO EXHALE Too 
2 Ree MOISTURE, OK ?/ 
MESS 
\ | a 


THERE! THAT'S ONE 
SPONTANEOUS ACT OF 
GOOD WILL! T HOPE YOURE 
SATISFIED, is DARN 


10-20% Discount 
On Our Dependa le 
Comic Subscriptions 


WILL SHOULD 
BE LESS 
RELUCTANT. 


We Have Gift Certificates! 


The Best In 


Comics © Back Issues 


ULLKK... MOM, I'M THIS IS ANOTHER 
GUESSING THIS |S BOILED | | SPONTANEOUS ACT OF . 
GUANO ON RAW MAGGOTS, | | GOOD WILL, SANTA! YOUD 
BUT LM (ORRe) CHOKING |] BEITER CME THROUGH 
\T DOWN AS BEST AS MY] |] IN SPADES FoR THIS” 
CRAMPING STOMACH ALLOWS. 


Role Playing and Strategy Games 
Lead Figures & Paints 
Sports Cards 


Video Rental 


Specializing in American and 
Japanese Animation 


ONE MORE DAY OF BEING 
GOOD! THIS HAS BEEN THE 
LONGEST WEEK 


MAYBE HES LOADING YOUR 

STUFF LAST, JUST TO SEE 

WHAT You DO. 4 
You THINK? 


WELL, MAYBE. 
GEEZ, HE'S A 
TOUSH OL’ 

GEEZER! 
WELL, WHAT'S 
ONE MORE 


HEY! TUL BET SANTA'S 
LOADING UP THE SLEIGH 
RIGHT NOW! HE'S GOT 


IF HIS DECISION IS MADE, 
JI DONT WAVE To IMPRESS 
HIM ANY MORE! I'M FREE! 


We Buy 
Used Comics 


& Games 


Fi 
t 
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i 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 


(next to Fire Station) 


(413)253-3480 


Hours: 11AmM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11 Am-5Pm Sunday 


I STILL THINK SS 
ITS A CERTIFICATE ENTITLING THIS COULD'VE SHU, TAKE 
THE BEARER TO ONE DAY WAITED UNTIL fo” A PICTURE. 
POUNCE-FREE OF TIGER . SUNRISE. D ~ aS 
ATTACKS! WOW! THANKS, 
Saree! OL BUDDY! You ALWAYS 
Se. THINK OF THE BEST GIFTS! 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


SAY YOU'RE WORKING 


I’minasubway carunder Washington, DC, traveling from ee: ty ON DOMESTIC POLICY. 
National Airport toward Union Station. Part of the fun of riding QUESTIONS, AND 
WELL HAVE YOU 


public transportation lies in playing ‘Create A Life,” the game 
whose objectis to scrutinize, evaluate and dismiss any person whom 
fate bringsinto your line of sight. Begin by assuming youare looking 
through a one way mirror, like a witness at a police lineup. Making 
eyecontact with your subjectmeans you re out and theroundisover. 

Contestant number one is a male/female tandem who 
board the train together. The subway car is rush-hour crowded so 
they stand face-to-face, left hands grasping the pole, choose-up 
style. Heis impeccably dressed, amannequin witha working cardio- 
vascular system. His tassled loafers are shiny enough to peek all the 
way up the Statue of Liberty’s dress, youcouldclip coupons with the 
crease in his trousers and the ruddy glow emanating from his face 
indicates he hashis zits professionally popped. An unscuffed leather 
briefcase rests gently at his feet. 

Onhisheadis perched abad, nomake thatEXTREMELY 
bad, toupee. This is the stimulus Pavlov used to elicit the response, 
“Doesn’t this guy realize how bad that thing looks?” To an observer, 
seeing that wig is akin to knowing a secret that can’t be told without 
getting yourself in trouble. It is juicy information that is unusable. 

Heis talking to the woman and he is driving the conversa- 
tion. “Blah blah blah, meeting I went to, blah blah blah report I read, 
blah blah blah committee I chaired.” Lost in a kind of bureaucratic 
reverie that allows him to feel important, he is some sort of Bill 
Murray character gone to Washington. 

His companion is listening to this blusterer, obviously 
having a hard time keeping her eyes from scaling his face and 
peeking at the unfortunate wig. She knows she dare not glanceabove 
his chin because a bad toupee acts like a magnet. If she went any 
higher than his mouth she would end up staring at the monstrosity. 
And that would blow the whole charade. She wears a look on her 
face that she might use if she were making love to someone and 
didn’t want to laugh out loud. Perhaps, she is thinking baseball 
Statistics. 

Sitting diagonally across from me, on the far side of the 
contestants, is a young woman in her 20’s. I see her glance at the 
toupee, check her fingernails and then, magnetically bewitched, 
look again and again at the Hair Club for Men reject thatis the object 
of both herand my scom and amusement. Each time she looks at the 
piece, asmall smile slidesacross her face, disappearing before it gets 
too wide and out of control. 

I am in total sync with this stranger. She and I are having 
the same experience at the very same time. Neither of us can stop 
looking and laughing silently. I’m now trying to avoid the guy’s 
gaze and hers, mostly his. Finally, we lock into each other’s eyes 
and, after a nanosecond of connection, acknowledge our shared 
moment by smiling at each other. Then we each politely bow our 
heads and pretend to be interested in the fabric of our coats. 

Reflected in this person are my deepest thoughts and 
reactions to the toupee. Without sharing a word, I have found a 
fellow conspirator and colleague, someone who read my mind as 
clearly as if there was a TelePrompTer in my forehead. Everyone 
else on the Metro is making believe they either don’t see the guy or 
else find it quite normal. My co-conspirator and I are the ones who 
have admitted reality and the shared smilage bonds us together like 
psychic crazy glue. For a split second we are lovers; vulnerable, 
truthful, united against the world. Laughter as the ultimate safe sex 
of the 90’s. Ah, my dear, whoever you are. We will always have 
Washington . 
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’ TH T DEDICATED MYSELF TO 
ONLY ONE QUESTIO HL OT eee SOLVING COMPLICATED, REAL- 
LEFT, MS, CAUCUS — FOR YOUR GENERATION WORLD PROBLEMS, TRYING 
A TWO-FARTER «». 70 COME TO POWER TOLEADA LiFe OF 
PURPOSE AND _~ 
MEANING IN PREP- 


BRIGHTEST, MOST EXPERIENCED 
HANPS IN THE COUNTRY! 


WevIRAl Pers INCA © 1902 OL trceey 


* GETTING A JOB, 
COMPE- 


ISN'T THAT GREAT? 

CK! GUE WHOS Wes log meter 
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: ELL, 
EERE, 


WELL, YES, ONCE, BUT 
LIKE CLINTON, I DIDN'T 
INHALE! HA, HA! 
\ 


HOW COME YOU NEVER NESS, BUTTSIE! TALKIN THE 
KIPS, MOVIN’ MILLIONS OF 
BORHOOD, MR. BIG THEM INTO QUR COUN! AND 


WE'VE MISSED YOU, STRANGER! EEN TAKING CARE OF BUSI- / 
j INCUSTRY ICON? DOIN'TT UNH JUST PRINTADS!| = 


MARKET HAS GONE FROM 
1% 70.30%! TIM TAKING IN 
2 #500MILLION IN SALES TOMINORS... 


we oe 


WHAT A YEAR! ONE 
BRUTAL PRINT AD CAMPAIGN 
AFTER 


KNOW WHAT ONELITILE ae “GROWN- ISN'T IT? 


Uppy"? 
THATS 
ADORAKE! 
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ATTITUDE, MOSTLY, YOUR 


ENTRY-LEVEL 


© PARTI CLOTHES O GREAT PRICES © 
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CANDLES 


BRA 


BOXED CARDS+ SWEATERS|5 
* SHIRTSY FANCY PANTS 
GROOVY BABY CLOTHES 


EARRINGS ¥ ©- 
CALENDARS ¥ TOYS 


UGS KF INCENSEX 
TOURNALS MUGS 


sMERCANTILE 


-Amberst * Nor THAMPTON 

CARRIAGE SHOPS (9 CENTER ST 
OPEN 7 DANS 

A279 YEARS AND Gong STRONG AY 


@ CHINESE HEALTH BALLS ® 


ANUKKAH® MERRN CHRISTMAS@ SOLSTICE GREETINGS@ HAPPY KWANZA@ HAPPY BIRTHDAN To THE EMPEROR, BEETHOVEN , JEANNE & TIMOTHY 
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a Joyous Celebration 


of 
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your source 


for 
UNIOUE, AFFORDABLE IMPORTS 
Visit us in our NEW LOCATION at 
180 Main St 
(corner of Old South St & Main) 
Northampton 
585-0815 


